LIMBIC SYSTEM MECHANISMS AND AUTONOMIC FUNCTION. Edited by Charles H.
Hockman. Charles C Thomas, Springfield, Ill., 1972. xviii, 294 pp. $22.80. This book is the result of a three-day Brain Research Symposium held at the University of Toronto. Like most volumes based on symposia, this one contains more information of a summary nature than new data, although some of the chapters such as the one by Hoffer, Mitra, and Snider on blood pressure responses to cerebellar stimulation are notable exceptions.
The list of participants at this meeting reads like a "Who's Who" of limbic system neurobiologists: Dell, French, Gloor, Jasper, Lindsley, MacLean, Nauta, Yakovlev, and many others. I found that the report by Nauta and the closing comments by Yakovlev were especially worthwhile. In a survey of the neuroanatomic circuitry of the central visceromotor system Nauta emphasizes the crucial role of the hypothalamus in reciprocally linking the limbic forebrain with the paramedian region of the midbrain. Yakovlev ostensibly sets out to propose an anatomic definition of the limbic system but, in fact, his paper turns out to be a concise treatise on comparative neuroanatomy and behavior! It is rough going but well worth it.
As a summary of research within the last 15 years or so on the limbic system this book should be useful to both basic scientists and clinicians. Unfortunately, its price is so high that only the most affluent graduate or medical student could afford to purchase it, and this is a pity because this group would probably derive the most benefit from it.
CARL 
